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We Are...

JOINT APPLICANT & LANDOWNER

The Royal Foundation of St Katharine is one of the oldest charities in Great 
Britain, with a history spanning 900 years.

Originally known as St Katharine’s by the Tower, it has seen many re-
inventions throughout the years. 

St Katharine’s was founded by Queen Matilda, the wife of King Stephen, 
as a hospital for the poor outside the walls of the Tower of London. It 
remained there for 678 years until the construction of St. Katharine Docks 
in 1825.

In 1948, after 123 years in Regent’s Park, Queen Mary moved the Charity 
back to East London to the site of St James Ratcliffe Church which had 
been bombed in the Second World War. Today, it provides an extraordinary 
urban oasis for groups and individuals to stay, meet, reflect or retreat. 

St Katharine’s hosts over 1000 events a year for some of the world’s leading 
charities and not-for-profit organisations. 

St Katharine’s has more recently become a thriving community 
organisation centred around the temporary community project comprising 
the yurts, containers and garden. The focus, core to St Katharine’s ethos, is 
to bring people, within and beyond our community, together.
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JOINT APPLICANT & CLIENT DEVELOPER 

Acorn are skilled in working with and within sensitive heritage contexts, 
applying a hands on attention to detail across large building and 
placemaking projects normally found on small bespoke schemes. 

Galliard Group will support Acorn as the main contractor, having significant 
experience delivering public realm and community assets. This partnership 
has generated a number of high quality buildings and places. Harper Road 
and Swan Street (pictured) is a recent example. A triptych of buildings 
in Borough designed by Haworth Tompkins (Sterling Prize 2014). The 
buildings illustrate a quality rarely found in developer-built flats: handsome 
proportions and crafted details mirroring the love and care that went into 
the surrounding heritage context. Generous windows, higher ceilings and 
carefully conceived  spaces. 

The same duo delivered Bear Lane Apartments behind Southbank. Designed 
by Panter Hudspith. The Royal Institute of Architects recognised that this 
scheme challenged the repetitive façades of typical high-density apartment 
blocks in a creative manner by articulating the elevations with a tangible 
human scale.  The building was commended: 2011 RIBA Award London 
- Winner, 2011 Stirling Prize Longlist, and 2011 Housing Design Award 
- Shortlisted.

We Are...
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ARCHITECT 

Matthew Lloyd Architects have extensive experience of residential and 
residential led mixed used projects within and alongside sensitive heritage 
contexts.

They have a reputation for using durable and lasting materials and 
rigorously testing architectural languages that are specific to their context. 
Confidently moving past the ‘New London Vernacular’ and drawing on 
traditions of ornament and detail that better relate to London’s varied 
and rich surroundings. 

Matthew pays close attention to the specific chemistry of individual places 
and cultural situations, seeking to understand both the historical context 
and possible future life of their buildings - a process which often yields 
original or unconventional design solutions.

Awards include: 

Housing Design Awards 2018 Overall Winner; 
RIBA Award 2018, NLA Award 2018, Camden Design Award 2017, 
Housing Design Award 2016, RIBA National Award 2015, Housing 
Design Award 2015, NLA Award 2015. 

MatthewLloydArchitectsLLP

We Are...
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Matthew Wigan brings an unusual experience of working on new public 
realm, rural estates and public playgrounds. He understands what helps 
formulate the conditions for a space that encourages intensive use. He 
promotes how successful places, places where people want to visit and ‘be’, 
have the capacity to bring people together. A catalyst for a community to 
encounter and connect.

Greenwich Park Playground, for The  Royal Parks, follows a maritime theme, 
reflecting the nautical roots of the World Heritage Site, offering creative 
play opportunities for children of all ages and abilities. It encourages 
collaborative and imaginative play through exploration and discovery. 

Matthew’s designs and plant compositions use bold drifts of herbaceous 
perennials and grasses which are chosen at least as much for their structure 
as for their flower colour. A love of plants, change of the seasons and how 
landscapes and beauty in the unexpected can emotionally speak to people.

Matthew was chosen for his adept ability to combine beauty of nature with 
human design skills.

We Are...
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Create a permanent home for St Katharine’s Yurt 
and Precinct, a community facility that since 
2016 is serving the neighbourhoods of Shadwell 
and Limehouse. Bringing people together and 
improving people’s well-being through healthy 
food, events, social enterprise and stewardship.

Expand the St katharine’s existing retreat facilities 
on Butcher Row. Safeguarding the future of the 
charity and expanding the scope of its services 
to the charitable sector in London, the UK and 
beyond.

Create a new high quality residential 
community with a mix of starter, family and other 
homes, across several tenures for Tower Hamlets 
and London.

Introduce a permanent and safe public route 
connecting Limehouse Station to Butcher Row 
and Shadwell.

Create new public realm activated with 
daytime and evening uses. A new piece of the 
neighbourhood under the stewardship of the 
St Katharine’s. One that is coherent, legible, 
inclusive and safe. 

Make available an accessible managed courtyard 
garden that is permeable, active and inclusive. A 
calm refuge from the city.
 
Greening this pocket of Shadwell and Limehouse 
with 50% of the site given over to high quality 
landscaping.

Reknitting a broken urban fabric with high 
quality architecture and vibrant external spaces.

Our Mission Statement
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4. PRE-APPLICATION JOURNEY

THE HOW & WHAT:

The applicant has engaged with the community through a wide range 
of media, physical events and at ‘a distance engagement:  
• three physical group exhibitions 2018/19 attended by 66 members 
 of the community;
• one 3 week ‘at a distance engagement;
  - 1,800 page views on consultation website;
  - 688 individual users view consultation downloads;
•	 numerous	1-1	briefings	with	Precinct	users	and	user	groups;
• one community drop in session;
• six meetings with local community groups / local politicians, and; 
• 35 response forms received.

Events and, lately, ‘at a distance engagement’ were promoted via:
• adverts were posted in the East London Advertiser;
• adverts posted on Royal Foundation of St Katherine’s social media channels;
• boards shown at a 2 day 2020 Christmas Market and periodically at other  
	 Precinct	events;	
• periodic newsletters, and;
• www.stkatharinesprecinct.co.uk

ENGAGING WITH OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

THE APPLICANT HAS ENGAGED WITH:

2447 neighbouring residents and businesses
local community groups:
• Limehouse Community Forum
•	 Limehouse	Project
• Stitches in Time
•	 Shadwell	Community	Project
• Redcoat Mosque & Community Centre
• Limehouse Social Market
interested	community	groups	from	further	afield:
•	 The	Tower	Project
• Juta Shoes
• The Muslim Women’s Collective
• Arts for All
• First Love Foundation
•	 Boundary	Women’s	Project
•	 Geoff	Ashcroft	Community	Project
• Stephney City Farm
• Tower Hamlets Women’s Environmental Network
•	 The	Poplar	Cabin
• Susie Chrome - Communities Driving Change
• Bromley By Bow Centre
• Stitches in Time
•	 Poplar	Union
• Marion Richardson School
• The Shadwell Centre
Shadwell ward councillors:
• Cllr Rabina Khan
• Cllr Harun Miah

Limehouse ward councillors:
• Cllr James King
London Borough of Tower Hamlets:
• Cllr Eve McQuillan 
• Mayor John Biggs 
AND	STATUTORY	BODIES:	LBTH,	CADAP,	HE,	GLA,	DLR	&	NR

Feedback received from the local community has been constructive with 
broad	endorsement	for	the	principles.	Prevalent	themes:
• general agreement that proposals will uplift this part of Shadwell/Limehouse;
• public realm improvements and a permanent home for the Foundation  
	 operated	spaces	regarded	as	the	key	benefits	of	the	scheme;
• support for provision of new homes on the site with agreement that high   
 quality homes are needed in the borough;
• call for a design that would draw on the successful character of the existing   
	 Yurt	Cafe;
•	 nervousness	that	new	home	would	loose	the	feel	and	vibe	of	the	Precinct,	and;
• concern over what would happen during construction - that the successes of  
	 the	Precinct	would	be	lost.
• concerns around the principle of development coupled in each case by the   
	 respondees’	desire	to	retain	the	Precinct	as	is.

public engagement website launched November 2020 

advert,  East London Advertiser Nov 20 

Proposals for the future of  
St Katharine’s Precinct
The Royal Foundation of St Katharine are sharing the proposals for the 
redevelopment of St Katharine’s Precinct, located between the DLR viaduct 
and the Foundation’s main building on Butcher Row, and want to hear your 
thoughts.

Contact Details

0203 900 3676consultation@stkatharinesprecinct.co.uk

To view the virtual exhibition, please visit:

         www.stkatharinesprecinct.co.uk

You can also request a postal pack via the information 
below.

Scan the QR code 
to visit the website

Feedback  
Deadline:

13th 
December

social media promotion Dec 20

At a distance engagement during stage 3 lockdown was promoted 
at outside community events run by the Applicant

Engaging... 
We have engaged with:

2447 NEIGHBOURING RESIDENTS AND 
BUSINESSES LOCAL COMMUNITY 
GROUPS:
• Limehouse Community Forum
• Limehouse Project
• Stitches in Time
• Shadwell Community Project
• Redcoat Mosque & Community Centre
• Limehouse Social Market 

SHADWELL WARD COUNCILLORS:
• Cllr Rabina Khan
• Cllr Harun Miah

LIMEHOUSE WARD COUNCILLORS:
• Cllr James King

LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER 
HAMLETS:
• Cllr Eve McQuillan
• Mayor John Biggs

AND STATUTORY BODIES: LBTH, CADAP, 
HE, GLA, DLR & NR

We have engaged with our community through 
a wide range of media, physical events and ‘at a 
distance engagement’:

• three physical group exhibitions 2018/19 attended by 66 members of the 
community;
• one 3 week ‘at a distance engagement’;
 - 1,800 page views on consultation website;
 - 688 individual users view consultation downloads;
• 1-1 briefings with Precinct users and user groups;
• one community drop in session;
• six meetings with local community groups / local politicians, and;
• 35 response forms received.
• adverts were posted in the East London Advertiser;
• adverts posted on Royal Foundation of St Katharine’s social media channels;
• boards shown at a 2 day 2020 Christmas Market and periodically at other Precinct 
events;
• periodic newsletters, and;
• www.stkatharinesprecinct.co.uk

INTERESTED COMMUNITY GROUPS 
FROM FURTHER AFIELD:
• The Tower Project
• Juta Shoes
• The Muslim Women’s Collective
• Arts for All
• First Love Foundation
• Boundary Women’s Project
• Geoff Ashcroft Community Project
• Stepney City Farm
• Tower Hamlets Women’s Environmental 
Network
• The Poplar Cabin
• Susie Chrome - Communities Driving Change
• Bromley By Bow Centre
• Stitches in Time
• Poplar Union
• Marion Richardson School
• The Shadwell Centre

St Katharine’s has roots in the East End of London going back to the 1140s 
and we are now reviewing our future. We want to be more ambitious and 
continue to strengthen our charitable activities in the neighbourhood.

The first step on this journey was the opening of St Katharine’s Precinct. 
‘The Precinct’, a temporary community project on site today, comprising 
Yurts, shipping containers and a kitchen garden. The purpose of the 
Precinct project was to understand how the charity could expand further, 
with permanent facilities, to cater to a wider community. These temporary 
facilities have become extremely important to the community; we want to 
provide a permanent and lasting home for these facilities that will expand 
St Katharine’s local offering.

During 2018, we shared design proposals in a series of public and 1-to-1 
events with the community and Precinct user groups. Taking on board 
lessons learnt from operating the Precinct and the feedback received 
over 2018, the design team finalised the proposals which were shared 
with the community over a 3 week period in late 2020. 

Now that the planning application has been submitted to  Tower Hamlets 
we are updating you again with the final proposals.

The feedback received from the local community 
has been constructive with broad endorsement for 
the principles. Prevalent themes have been:

• general agreement that proposals will uplift this part of Shadwell/Limehouse;

• public realm improvements and a permanent home for the Charity’s operated spaces 
regarded as the key benefits of the scheme;

• support for provision of new homes on the site with agreement that high quality 
homes are needed in the borough;

• call for a design that would draw on the successful character of the existing Yurt 
Cafe;

• nervousness that new home would lose the feel and vibe of the Precinct;

• concerns around the principle of development coupled in each case by the 
respondees’ desire to retain the Precinct ‘as is’.

• concern over what would happen during construction - that the successes of the 
Precinct would be lost, and;
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& Listening

At the early community events this proposed space was 
received with significant enthusiasm and energetic vision for a 
space that was outward looking and active.

The final proposal envisages this space to be an accessible 
and inclusive space that can be enjoyed by our neighbours 
and visitors to Limehouse.

We have designed the landscaping with informality in mind, with 
gravel and rich verdant planting providing a series of intimate 
pockets to sit and meet. This will be an active publicly accessible 
space, open during daylight hours, for outside eating, relaxing 
and meeting.

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE 
COURTYARD GARDEN

A number of users of the Yurt Cafe expressed concerned 
around its closure for the period of construction.

In response St Katharine’s has purchased the adjacent 
John Scurr Community Centre (JSCC) and has invested in a 
comprehensive refurbishment to bring the long underused 
community asset back into use.

JSCC will be home to the ‘Decant Precinct’ through the 
period of construction. Long-term will be an extension to the 
community facilities proposed in the planning application.

The Decant Precinct, opening onto St James Gardens, has 
been thoughtfully fitted out, with a strong sense of joy providing 
an informal  and uplifting environment for neighbours and 
visitors to meet.

Another special RFSK venue, JSCC will provide continuity and 
a space from which we can  , with our community, formulate the 
feel and spirit for the new permanent facilities.

YURT CAFE - CONTINUITY

Several respondees expressed how accessible the workspace 
would be for small businesses and free lancers.

The proposed workspace is proposed to be affordable 
workspace secured for the duration of the development. As 
proposed the workspace will target individuals living in the 
surrounding wards and small businesses already operating in 
the neighbourhood who work within non-profit sector and/or 
small businesses with a clear social agenda.

The applicant is offering this significant public benefit for the 
life of the development (to be secured within the planning 
permission) and is in discussion with Tower Hamlets to identify 
a suitable rent level to serve the needs of local businesses.

AFFORDABLE WORKSPACE

There was concern that the new street, St Katharine’s Lane, 
linking Butcher Row with Ratcliffe Lane and Limehouse Station, 
would not be sufficiently activated.

In response the proposed workspace and one of the residential 
entrances has been moved to the north east corner - meaning 
that the whole length of the new street is activated with intensive 
uses generating a significant number of movements everyday 
and across the day and evening.

The route has been designed to allow for the western arches to 
have ‘al fresco’ seating. This will be a catalyst for bringing these 
arches into more intensive use.

Furthermore an automatic bollard located midway along the 
lane will prevent vehicles from using the lane as a short cut. 
St Katharine’s Lane will be a pedestrian priority route, greened 
with trees and dense planting, with benches and other seating, 
activated by 60 metres of double height busy spaces.

SAFE NEW CONNECTION 



10 The Royal Foundation of St Katharine - Planning Application Briefing April 2022
MatthewLloydArchitectsLLP

Timeline

>>Temporary Precinct 

D E T A I L E D  D E S I G NP L A N N I N G

   >Decant Precinct >Permanent Precinct

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
>>C O N S T R U C T I O N N E W  P L A C E
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1

2

3

5

3

Scheme Overview

5

5

4

Community 
Cafe

Community 
Hall

Affordable 
Workspace

Flexible event space. Managed 
by St Katharine’s for community 

focused events & user group 
activities. 5 metre ceilings with 

frontages onto new public realm, 
courtyard garden and courtyard 

entrance arch. 

Permanent home for popular 
Yurt Cafe. 5 metre ceilings with 
frontage activating new public 

realm & Butcher Row. Operated 
by St Katharine’s promoting 

healthy, diverse and affordable 
food.

28 workstations with support 
facilities. 5 metre ceilings. 

Frontage onto new public realm 
& courtyard garden. Subsidised 

rents for individuals and small 
social enterprises living and/or 
working in the neighbourhood. 

1

2

3

Hospitality
& Retreat

Homes
114 new homes. 35% affordable/social 

housing. 4 tenures. 70/30 affordable 
rented/intermediate. Studios to 5 

bedroom apartments. Extensive private & 
communal play & amenity areas. Inclusive 

& accessible design.

25 additional bedrooms with 
ensuite bathrooms. Additional 
conference rooms. New front 

of house for St Katharine’s.

New 
Street

New pedestrian priority street 
connecting Butcher Row 

and Limehouse Station. With 
small pocket park and areas 
of external seating creating a 

new and greened public place.

4

5

6
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Waste

The dominant building material is brick; durable and 
robust requiring minimal life cycle maintenance;

Construction management ensures maximum 
recycled content, minimal material waste and 
maximum recycling of unused materials, and;

Day-to-day, waste stores are distributed across 
the estate conveniently located at street level near 
lobbies to promote easy and efficient waste 
management. 

Our Building System

Water, Biodiversity, Air Quality

50% of the site is landscaped with mostly 
dense native planting, trees and permeable gravel 
- keeping hard landscaping to a minimum where 
primary routes are required;

The majority of roof scape, where not utilised for 
renewable energy production is either landscaped 
or planted with sedum, and;

Provision of urban drainage systems and rain 
harvesting reduce load on existing drainage.

Travel

This is a car free scheme (with 3 accessible 
parking spaces available for wheelchair users);

Located 40m from a transport interchange at 
Limehouse Station and direct access to the CS3 
Cycle Super-Highway, this scheme at its core 
promotes sustainable travel practice;

Easy walking and cycle distance to urban 
centres and major employment hubs; 

Cycle parking, 235 spaces, are distributed across 
the estate, at ground or mezzanine, off each of 
the residential lobbies. They are generous, light, 
secure and safe. Easy and attractive to promote 
higher cycle ownership and use;

Provision of community functions along St 
Katharine’s Lane, a range of high quality communal 
amenity / play and the St Katharine’s active hands-
on day-to-day management promotes local 
social interaction reducing the need to travel, 
and;

St Katharine’s Lane provides a safe route with 
high levels of passive surveillance encouraging 
greater use of Limehouse Station from residents 
and visitors to the west of the Site.

Energy Use

Fabric first approach using sustainably sourced 
materials with a low embodied carbon impact 
and achieving a building envelope that minimises 
operational energy consumption;

All Electric Energy strategy using Air Source Heat 
Pumps and Photovoltaics (electricity generating 
solar panels) will tap in to the year-on-year 
decarbonising grid reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels. Using a renewable electricity tariff will allow 
this project to be Zero Carbon emissions

Local Management

On-site estate team provides hands-on day-to-
day management. Ensuring an efficiently run and 
maintained operational building system.

We have carefully considered the proposed building and external spaces as an interconnected network 
of systems: water, energy, materials, travel, and waste.
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St Katharine’s Lane is a pedestrian 
priority route connecting Butcher 
Row and Ratcliffe Lane. This is a 
permanent, active and safe public 
route.

This new connection is activated 
by double height  community 
facilities. New street trees, 
planting, climbers and high quality 
stone sets together with the 
internal spaces will create a new 
piece of public realm.

St Katharine’s Lane will enable, 
over time, the arches to be brought 
into more active use. 

Midway along St Katharine’s Lane, 
a small pocket park reveals a 
double height arch leading to the 
Central Courtyard.

The Central Courtyard is a 
cloistered garden at the heart 
of the proposal. This is a publicly 
accessible garden open during 
daylight hours for neighbours, 
visitors and users of St Katharine’s 
facilities.

A sanctuary richly planted with 
large shrubs, trees, verdant plants 
including native species with 
intimate pockets of seating - for 
meeting, eating and events.  

1

2

3

ST KATHARINE’S LANE CENTRAL COURTYARD
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The West Courtyard is the arrival 
point to the Central Courtyard 
from Butcher Row, providing a taxi 
drop off area and a colonnade 
for visitors arriving from the west. 

The mature London plane trees 
on Butcher Row are retained. A 
section of wall along the street is 
to be removed and replaced with 
railings with dense planting within. 
Climbers on the Butcher Row 
elevation and the new colonnade, 
and a green wall marking the 
entrance to the colonnade 
together enhance and ‘green’ 
Butcher Row. 

A small pocket park, the East 
Courtyard, brings greenery right 
up to the east boundary of the 
building. The planting will provide 
a green lung for the setting of the 
hotel rooms as well as connecting 
the new building with the John 
Scurr Community Centre (owned 
and operated by St Katharine) and 
the area of the St James Gardens 
(managed by St Katharine). 

5

5

WEST COURTYARD EAST COURTYARD

Scheme Greening
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Roof Gardens

To maximise public spaces 
at street level there are large 
roof gardens to provide future 
residents with sunny, open 
areas for recreation and play.

All residents will have access 
to 2 roof gardens, a large 
communal garden, ‘East Walk’, 
and a double height residents’ 
room. 

The attention to detail, the 
approach to materials and 
planting, and the extent of 
landscaping demonstrate 
commitment to greening the 
proposed spaces.

There is more than 2,500sqm 
of planting and 500sqm of 
gravel and/or permeable paving 
across the scheme. This is 
significantly greater than the 
greening of the existing site.

Second Spring at Acorn’s Roof Garden, Borough SE1

Landscape Key

Sedum planting to roof margins
Glazed barrier & vertical railings (a mix)
Raised planters with diverse planting
Multi-stem trees / large shrubs
Decking on pedestal system
Tigermulch safety surfacing
Linear seating integrated with planters
Movable seating for socialising or 
resting
Large lounger with south west facing 
aspect 
Sand pit - enclosed by play deck
Springers
Timber teepee
Balance beam 
Stepping logs
Jumping disks
Climbing tower
Bug hotel
Garden maintenance store
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Master’s House Enhancements
THE MASTER’S HOUSE AND THE MASTER’S HOUSE CURTILAGE AS EXPERIENCED TODAY

THE MASTER’S HOUSE AND THE MASTER’S HOUSE CURTILAGE AS PROPOSED

20C square profile steel railings and 
gates replaced with wrought iron peri-
od railings with appropriate finials

higher impact planting

sections of 1.8m high wall removed 
better revealing house & curtilage

new lighting scheme introducing 
opportunities for appreciation of this 
heritage asset from dusk

carefully curated paint scheme with a 
soft & period palette to better compli-
ment the London stock

improved visual connection from St 
James Gardens to the Master’s House

satellite dish & aerials removed

3
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Scheme Outcomes
Residential
new homes  | refuge  | high quality design to 
support mental well-being  |  wide range of tenures 
catering to wide range of household incomes  
wide range of home sizes including significant number of
3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes  |  70% of affordable housing 
is social rent housing  |  inclusive + accessible

Community Café
affordable + high quality food  |  social encounter / 
reducing loneliness  | improving physical + mental 
health + education  |  wider connections with RFSK + 
community  | economic benefits + employment  

Greening & New Public Realm

 / reducing loneliness  | improving physical + mental 
  health |  wider connections with RFSK & community   
 safer route between Limehouse Station & Butcher Row  

Hospitality & Retreat
social encounter  | opportunities for individuals + 
organisations to grow  | retreat  |  mental well-being   
enhanced outputs from non-profit / social economy 
users  |  economic benefits + employment  
enhancing local skills 

Community Space

subsidised hire + events |  social encounter / 
reducing loneliness  | improving physical + mental 
health /education  |  wider connections with RFSK + 
community  | economic benefits + employment  

Affordable Workspace

subsidised workspace |  social encounter  | opportu-
nities for individuals + organisations to grow  |  wider 
connections with RFSK + community  | enhanced 
skills + employment  |  activates new public realm

activates new public realm

activates new public realm

flexible & adaptable space  | inclusive + accessible

flexible & adaptable space  | inclusive + accessibleincreasing biodiversity + environmental benefits  
enabling activation of arches | social encounter 

St Katharine’s Direct Employment 

43 full time jobs

Note: in addition to these jobs there will be a significant 
number of local employment created during construction 
and the many indirect local employment opportunities 
generated by 114 new households

St Katharine’s Visitors 

149,626 visitors each year
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